NISKAYUNA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE CIRCULATION

The Niskayuna Community Foundation (NCF) anticipates the availability of  up to $20,000 in total grant funds to be made available during the 2012 calendar year. The NCF was founded in 1999 as an affiliate of the Community Foundation for the Capital Region to enhance the quality of life in Niskayuna as well as Schenectady County by maximizing resources to the greatest benefit of the community.  By stimulating and encouraging philanthropy, foundation grants are now being made available to 501(c)(3) organizations in Niskayuna to meet the foundation’s mission of making significant contributions to cultural, educational, and civic growth.  

Of the total grant funds available, no single grant may exceed $5,000.  To be eligible for funding, applications must meet the following requirements:
· the sponsoring organization must qualify under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal              Revenue Code as a non-profit organization, or operate under the fiscal 	  	  sponsorship of an organization that does.
· the funded application must serve residents who live in the town or school 	  district of Niskayuna.

NCF provides grants to not-for-profit organizations that enhance the quality of life for the residents of Niskayuna, New York.  All grant funds provided by NCF are required to be used locally.  Last year NCF provided grants to 13 organizations.  NCF is interested in receiving grant applications from the same broad range of organizations we have supported in the past.  We expect to continue funding these type organizations.  However, in 2012 due to these times of economic hardship, one of our goals is that a portion of our funding supports organizations that meet individuals’ needs for food, shelter, clothing, job training and the like.  If you are aware of an organization that could use our assistance, NCF encourages you to encourage that organization to submit a grant application.

To assist potential applicants in preparing their grant applications, a letter of inquiry is initially required.  It should not exceed two pages, and include the following:  an introduction to your organization’s mission, recent achievements, and structure; a brief outline of the needs, problems, or opportunities to be addressed by the grant; and, specifics about the grant requested, as well as the total costs.  All potential applicants are required to submit their letter of inquiry by no later than March 1, 2012, but are encouraged to do so as early as possible.  These letters should be sent to:
				Niskayuna Community Foundation
				PO Box 9711
				Niskayuna, New York 12309

After being screened for eligibility, the applicant organization will be invited to submit a final application, or be notified of the reason for ineligibility.  All final grant applications must be submitted by April 15, 2012.  The results of the NCF review process will be announced by July 1, 2012.  For additional information, contact the Foundation’s Distribution Committee Co-Chairmen Nancy Jones at 346-5533 or Justin Carangelo at 374-8442.                                             
