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Community
C O N N E C T I O N S

A Special Gift to the Community
– Neil & Jane Golub  

Neil and Jane Golub are the consummate couple not only in 
marriage, but also in their shared dedication both to Price 
Chopper Supermarkets and to the world around them. 
Recognized and well respected in their hometown community, 
the Capital Region of New York and throughout the industry, 
Neil and Jane are rarely seen apart. While each of them has 
received an abundance of accolades for their individual 
contributions of leadership and philanthropy, it is their 
collaborative efforts that so uniquely distinguish them. To date, 
they are the only couple to have received the State University of 
New York Citizen Laureate Award for their community service.

The Niskayuna Community Foundation is very fortunate 
to have Neil and Jane as generous long-time philanthropic 
supporters. They have also served on the Honorary Board since 
its inception in 2001, being available to share their wisdom.

Together, Neil and Jane have dedicated their efforts to support 
causes that inspire positive change and instill hope, and they 
support programs and projects for the long haul. Each has 
played a major role in improving and changing the lives of 
people in our community. For more than two decades, they 
have served hand in hand as the regional chairs for Special 
Olympics and played a role in underwriting The Center 
for Disability Services. They also played a pivotal role in 
Wildwood’s growth and service to clients.

In 1986, Neil enticed Jane, who was a seasoned elementary 
school teacher, to take a sabbatical after 23 years in the 
classroom, and to develop an anti-bias curriculum with the 
Anti-Defamation League called “A World of Difference” 
(AWOD) for their company to sponsor. It is the only K-12 
curriculum that is state approved and includes peer training. 
Two thousand teachers have been trained and thousands 
of children have been touched in the region. Neil and Jane 
played a major role in design and development, and have 

underwritten its existence 
for 26 years. In 2011, and in 
response to the growing need 
for constructive anti-bullying 
messages, Neil convinced the 
local CBS affiliate to join the 
“Be An Ally” effort with a two-
year media campaign for which 
he and Jane provided the funding. In addition to receiving a 
Presidential Citation for their efforts from Bill Clinton, both 
have been honored by the NYS Teachers Association and the 
Human Rights Commission.

The Neil and Jane Golub Breast Center at Bellevue has served 
the community with amazing results for five years. What is 
really new is the establishment of a Women’s Heart Health 
Center. This concept was Neil’s brainstorm. It was so unique 
and constructive that Ellis Hospital and Cardiology Associates 
could not have been more helpful in bringing this new service 
to the Capital Region. Neil and Jane are also currently co-
chairing Ellis Hospital Health Care System’s Fund Campaign 
for the second time.

Neil led the effort to establish Metroplex, which has stimulated 
significant growth to the city and county, and re-created a 
downtown.  It has brought life back to Schenectady. He is the Life 
Chairman of Paul Newman’s Double H Hole in the Woods Ranch 
and led the effort to keep the camp viable. He has been a telethon 
host and campaign leader of MDA for 30 years. The New York 
State Senate awarded him their highest medal of achievement 
for community service. Jane has been a leader of the Schenectady 
Day Nursery for over 20 years, and is devoted to the Schenectady 
Museum. Neil provided the leadership and guidance to the 
museum board in the major transformation and conversion to the 
Museum of Innovation and Science… miSci.        continued on page 3 

Neil & Jane Golub
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President’s Message:
To Our Community
Once again, welcome to the Niskayuna Community Foundation. After having served as president of this organization for the last 
year I can attest to a number of positive issues. First is the true dedication in time and effort that is placed in this organization 
by its volunteer members. Their commitment and efforts to enhance our community are boundless as they strive to continually 
improve the quality of life in our neighborhood.

Secondly I have seen how these effects are paying dividends to the functionality of various entities, enhancing and strengthening 
the outcomes of our philanthropic endeavors. To date the Foundation has made over 100 grants, scholarships and awards to over 
45 organizations to benefit the arts, culture, education, environment, health, recreation, human services and other community 
needs. I was personally able to see these effects in action, having recently attended the Nature Trail opening and dedication at 
Hillside School. The positive response by the teachers, parents and especially school children was remarkable.

Third is the coming together of the members of our community for philanthropic events. Specifically I speak to the Annual Nisky 
Cup Golf Tournament recently held at the Mohawk Golf Club. This being the second year for this event, the hope was to surpass 
the success of last year’s tournament. Fortunately a number of individuals came forward to donate their time and fiscal capabilities 
while actually enjoying the challenge of the links for a worthy cause on a perfect September day. Thanks to their generosity we 
have surpassed last year’s event substantially and look forward to an even better event next year.

Finally it goes without saying once again that this is your community and Foundation. We can only continue to have a positive 
impact on our neighbors specifically and the community as a whole by continual participation at every level. As such I would 
again ask for your consideration of and participation in any venue benefitting our town, be it personal, volunteering or financial. 
Together we can continue the positive outcomes that have already been accomplished and strive to further strengthen our ties  
as a community. Thank you.

Dr. Michael Breault, President

2012 Grants
Regional Food Bank of  
Northeastern New York 	 $2,000 
To help pay for food distribution  
to low-income Niskayuna residents.
Concerned for the Hungry, Inc. 	 $1,000 
To fund Thanksgiving food  
baskets in Niskayuna.
Niskayuna Community  
Action Program, Inc. 	 $1,250 
To support community substance  
abuse prevention initiatives.
Museum of Innovation  
and Science (miSci) 	 $1,500 
To help pay for additional science 
education programs in Niskayuna 
Central School District. 
Junior Achievement of  
Northeastern New York, Inc. 	 $1,250 
To provide for program material and 
curriculum to help support the Junior 
Achievement elementary school programs 
in the Niskayuna school district.

Town of Niskayuna 	 $1,000 
To enable children with special needs  
to attend Niskayuna Playground Camp 
in the summer of 2012.
Best Buddies New York	 $2,000 
To help strengthen and sustain a  
peer program for developmentally 
challenged children.
Schenectady Theater  
for Children, Inc. 	 $900 
To help fund the Great Minds  
Series for Niskayuna students.
American Red Cross of  
Northeastern New York 	 $1,000 
To support the “Be Red Cross Ready” 
emergency preparedness training to 
Niskayuna seniors.
Niskayuna High School Engineering 
Technology Department  	 $1,600 
To purchase a VEX Robotics kit.
St. Kateri Tekakwitha  
After School Program	 $1,000 
To fund the after school literacy 
enrichment program.

2012 Mini-Grants
Bethesda House 	 $1,000 
To assist in serving hungry and  
homeless Niskayuna residents affected 
by the economic downturn.
Umbrella of the  
Capital District, Inc. 	 $500 
To help subsidize enrollment  
of low-income Niskayuna seniors.
Schenectady Symphony  
Orchestra Association, Inc. 	 $500 
To encourage music appreciation by 
funding Niskayuna High School student 
attendance at a concert featuring 
Anthony Bellino, a Niskayuna High 
School graduate.
Northeastern Association  
of the Blind at Albany, Inc. 	 $500 
To provide the KidSight™ vision 
screening program in Niskayuna.
Niskayuna Baseball League 	 $300 
To support hosting the League Allstar 
Tournament in the Town of Niskayuna. 
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2012 Golf Tournament
The Niskayuna Community 
Foundation held its second 
annual “Nisky Cup” charitable 
Golf Tournament on September 
14 at the Mohawk Golf Club. The 
tournament was held to benefit 
the Foundation in its work to 
maintain and enhance the town’s 
quality of life through grants to 
programs operating in the town 
and in the school district. Approximately 75 people participated 
throughout the day.

Winners of the various contests included the low-score (60) 
foursome of Nick Bennice, Mark Popeleski, Matthew Ross and 
Matt Brennan. Close behind in second place (score of 62) were 
Dave Armenia, George Vassolas, Bob Parkes and Neil Stark. 
There were winners for Closest to the Pin: Matt Ross won in 
the men’s division, while Dana Donohue won in the women’s 
division. The Longest Drive contest was won by Matt Ross in 
the men’s division and Shelley Burgio in the women’s division.  
Although there was a chance to win a lease of a car in the event 
of having a hole-in-one, regrettably nobody achieved that goal 
(for the second year in a row). Debbie DeLuke watched over the 
players, preventing any “irregularities” in scoring.

�After the rigors of the game, 
lunch was served and the 
awards were announced. 
Non-golfing donors were 
invited to attend the lunch, 
as well. Some sponsors 
donated a tee or greens 
sign announcing their 
support. Others also signed 
up a foursome to play for a 
donation.

                                                                Sports enthusiasts were able 
to bid on wonderful sports memorabilia, including photographs, 
autographs and the like.

The tournament was chaired by Dan McCoy and Dr. Eric 
Aronowitz. The tournament committee included Adam Bach,  
Dr. Michael Breault, Debbie DeLuke, Dr. Robert Gerstenbluth, 
Mike Mullaney and Cindy Phillippe. Planning is already 
underway for next year’s tournament.

2013 Golf Tournament Announced
Co-chairmen Dr. Eric Aronowitz and Dan McCoy have 
announced that there will be a tournament in September 2013. 
All golfers are invited to participate.

To get on the mailing list to receive a brochure next spring, please 
leave a message at 518-935-7899.

2013 Grant Applications
The Board of Directors of NCF is pleased to announce the 
continuation of its annual grant program for the calendar year 
2013. Grant applications and details of eligibility are available 
on our website www.niskayunacf.org or by contacting Justin 
Carangelo at 518-374-8442 or Maggie Rush Vinciguerra at 
maggievinciguerra@gmail.com
Organizations must have 501(c)(3) status or operate under the 
sponsorship of an organization that does, or be sponsored by the 
Town of Niskayuna or the Niskayuna School District. Letters 
of Inquiry are due by March 1, 2013 and completed applications 
are due by April 15, 2013.
Mini grants for requests up to $1000 may be available all year 
using a modified process.

Left to right – golfers Jerry Cote, Bill Leader, 
Duane Ball and Ken Gallant

TO BENEFIT THE NISKAYUNA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

An affiliate of the 
Community Foundation of the Greater Capital Region

  Nisky Cup
Charitable      Golf

 Tournament
      Golf
 TournamentA Special Gift to the Community (continued from cover)

Jane is the Capital Region’s face for St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital. She has been recognized as a “Woman of Distinction” 
by the Girl Scouts of America, a “Woman of Excellence” by the 
Albany-Colonie Chamber of Commerce and a “Trailblazer” by 
The Women’s Fund.

Both Neil and Jane are actively involved with their “Family in 
Business.” Neil most recently was Price Chopper’s CEO and 
now serves as Executive Chairman of the Board. Jane is the 
Director, In-Store Marketing Programs. 

Neil and Jane are passionately devoted to excellence – in the 
workplace, in the community and at home. There are few not 
for profits in the Capital Region who have not been recipients  
of their good will. They are truly a gift to their community.

Niskayuna High School 
Class of 1962
NCF was pleased to receive a gift of $1600 from the Class of  
1962 in honor of their 50th Reunion from Niskayuna High 
School. Don Schermerhorn, Chairman of the Reunion, said an 
active committee planned a variety of activities for the weekend 
of September 28-30. On Friday the class had a tour of the high 
school and then gathered at the Stockade Inn. On Saturday the 
class viewed a documentary produced by classmate Robert 
VanDegna, attended a discussion on women’s issues and 
celebrated at dinner at the Mohawk Golf Club. Farewells were 
made on Sunday at a gathering at the Hilton Garden Inn.

The documentary, titled Turning Pages, drew an audience of 
over 300 people to Proctor’s Theatre. Twenty-five class members 
from across the country were interviewed and discussed topics 
including their upbringing, the Vietnam War, their careers, 
loss of family members, their health and life’s challenges. Don 
commented that “the reunion and the documentary have been 
an incredible journey for everyone, including myself.” He said 
the documentary is being prepared for wider distribution or 
national showing. It should be available in December in CD or 
DVD format.
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SPECIAL THANKS...
… �to Golf Committee Chairmen, Dr. Eric Aronowitz 

and Dan McCoy, for planning another successful 
tournament.

… �to Adam Bach, Dr. Michael Breault, Debbie DeLuke, 
Dr. Robert Gerstenbluth, Mike Mullaney and Cindy 
Phillippe – Golf Committee members.

… to all participants.

… �to Metro Ford for donation of a Ford Explorer  
for a hole-in-one.

… to Karen Huggins for her assistance.

… to Kathy Putz for administrative assistance.

… to Carol Valenza for designing posters.

… �to Chris Sabatello for providing the Sports 
Memorabilia Auction.

… to the Mohawk Golf Club staff.

2012 Golf Tournament Sponsors
Many thanks to the following businesses and individuals for their financial support:

GOLD PATRONS

»» Metro Ford Sales

SILVER PATRONS
»» Astro Chemical
»» Breault & McGovern, DDS
»» Cardiology Associates  
   of Schenectady, P.C.

»» Goldman Sachs/ 
   Ayco Company

»» First and Goal Foundation
»» Homestead Funding Corp.
»» Hyatt Place – Saratoga/Malta
»» Holiday Inn Express –  
   Clifton Park

»» Comfort Inn and Suites –  
   East Greenbush 

»» Prestige Hospitality Group
»» Kingsway Community

»» McNamee, Lochner,  
   Titus & Williams, P.C.

»» Schenectady Regional  
   Orthopedic Associates, P.C.

»» Schenectady Urological  
   Associates P.C.

BRONZE PATRONS
»» Bollam Sheedy Torani  

   & Co., LLP, CPAs
»» Capital Bank
»» First New York Federal  

   Credit Union
»» JCB Specialties, Inc.
»» Mohawk Ambulance Service
»» Mohawk Army & Navy
»» Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

   Associates, P.C.
»» Prodigy Surgical
»» RBC Wealth Management

»» Scotti’s Restaurant & Pizzeria
»» SI Group, Inc.
»» Slocum Deangelus &  

   Associates, PC CPA

SPECIAL FRIENDS

»» Anne Aronowitz
»» Adam Bach
»» Maurice Burke
»» Shelly Burgio
»» Dana Donohue
»» Richard S. Ferencik
»» Susanne Gerstenbluth
»» Meg Giannetti
»» Debbie Gordon
»» William Leader
»» Kristen Lowney
»» Daniel McCoy
»» Michelle Ostrelich
»» Steven Weitz

R. Ned Landon
NCF regrets the loss of Ned Landon, a Founding Board 
member on its inception and a member of the Honorary Board 
until his death on December 28, 2011.  Ned graduated from 
Knox College and served in the Army in Europe in World 
War II. In 1954 he was hired by the GE Research Laboratory in 
Niskayuna where he became manager of communications and 
was a chief speech-writer for many of GE’s top executives.  He 
worked on the GE exhibit at the 1964 New York World’s Fair 
and helped design the GE exhibit at EPCOT.

Ned contributed his communication skills to the work of a 
variety of area civic and charitable endeavors including NCF, 
Ellis Hospital Foundation, Proctor’s Theatre, the Schenectady 
Museum, the First Reformed Church and Girls Inc.  He helped 
create the Girls Incorporated Foundation Trust Schenectady 
(GIFTS) which continues to benefit the Girls Club.

Ned leaves his wife of 65 years, Barbara, four daughters (all 
Niskayuna High School graduates) and a large family of 
grandchildren and great grandchildren.  He is greatly missed 
by his family and the community.



N I S K A Y U N A  C O M M U N I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N page 5page 5

THANKS TO OUR 2011-2012 DONORS 
Thank you to the donors who contributed between October 3, 2011 and October 15, 2012. Please accept our apologies 
if we have erred by misspelling or omitting your name in reproducing our donor list. Please contact us so we do not 
err in future publications at 518-935-7899 or dputz@nycap.rr.com.
21st Century Club – 
   ($10,000 to $24,999)

Phyllis Dirks Demont

Philanthropists – ($5,000 to $9,999)

Kathy Murray Crowe and John Crowe
Nancy Hershey
Dick and Cindy Hamilton Phillippe
Anne and Walt Robb

Lamplighters – ($2,500 to $4,999)

Cindy Bard Ball and Duane Ball

Bridge Builders – ($1,000 to $2,499)

Mr. Adam Bach
Dr. N. Balasubramaniam
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Breault
Ray Brownell
Sarah E. Gage
Neil and Jane Golub
Wally and Addy Graham
Carol Hyde and Sanjay Correa
First Niagara
Isabelle and Briggs McAndrews
The Estate of Jean McAndrews
Michael and Amy McPartlon
MVP Health Care
Nan and Hugh Murphy
Niskayuna High School Class of 1962
Emile and Ann Walraven

Gatekeepers – ($500 to $999)
John and Eleanor Brown
Mr. Maurice Burke
Mr. Richard A. Fuerst, Esq.
Karen Huggins
Bill and Denise Leader
Mike and Debby Mullaney
Barbara Roberts 
Robert and Cecelia Sowinski
Dr. Steven and Julie Weitz

Stepping Stones – ($250 to $499)
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Aronowitz
Lillian Bertalan and Michael DePetrillo
Glenn W. Busby and Margaret E. Bean
Alex and Christina Dell
Bob and Debbie DeLuke
Don and Chris DeLuke
Richard and Betty Ferencik

John and Katherine Greenthal
The Irani Family
Leonard Bus Sales Inc.
Donna McAndrews and Michael Pipa
Daniel and Marjorie McCoy
Kent and Carol Molino
David and Kathleen Putz
Elizabeth and Mark Sacco
Robert and Helen Salamone
Sheila Spraragen
Esther M. Swanker
Fred and Virginia Thompson
The Valenza Family

Friends – ($100 to $249)
Betty Apkarian
Sally Arnds Willette and  
   Hugo Irizarry-Quinones
Frank Barbera
Joan G. Blando
Jim and Bonnie Blendell
Jim and Sandra Buhrmaster
Sam and Shelley Burgio
Paul and Cindy Cardinal
Christopher and Tracy Cazer
Denis and Brita Chagnon
DeLuke Orthodontics, PC
Pat DiCerbo
R.J. and Dana Donohue
Maude H. Dunlap and Stanley L. Jones
Richard Elwell
Rick Evans
Brian Fisher
Paul and Eleanor Biklen
David and Phyllis Fusco
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Gerstenbluth
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Giannetti
Nancy and Richard Ginsburg
Dr. Philip Gioia
Clark and Millie Gittinger
Debbie and Brian Gordon
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Grau
Kathyleen Guarnier
Doug Hamilton and Lynne Nicolson
John and Mary Held
Joel and Julia Helfman
Douglas and Margaret Hinkle
Joan Ipsen
John and Lana Jersen
Nancy E. Jones
Ernest H. and Gloria Kahn

Fred and Sandy Kaplan
William Kardash
Gene and Susanne Kimura
Janette and Edward King
Joe Landry
Harry and Kathleen Leader
Alfred H. and Katherine Lowe
Kristen Lowney
Charles and Sharon Maneri
Lisa and Bernard J. Martinese
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Massaroni
Frank and Barbara Mauro
Moira McGrane
William D. and Robin McPartlon
Rick and Peggy Mele
Rosemary Mullaney
Niskayuna Teachers Association
Debbie Ostrelich
Mr. Gary Paslow and Ms. Laurel Winegar
Carl and Joann Paulsen
Sue Penny
Anne L. Peterson
Richard and Marguerite Philbrick
Dominick Pizzo
Vincent and Susan Polsinelli
Gary and Gina Potfora
Chittaranjan and Manju Prasad
Dennis and Karen Quinn
Janet I. Rainey
Fouad and Louise Sattar
Lou Scharpf
Brian and Dawn Schlaks
Cynthia and Herb Shultz
Genevieve E. Stebbins
Dorothy S. Stevens
Ernestine M. Stevenson
Nancy W. Stevenson
Mrs. Barbara Dobbins Stratton
Joan Terwilliger
Mr. David G. Tieman
Tom and Emily Titsworth
Judy A. Tomisman
Harriet F. Wall
Gene and Sue Zeltmann

Supporters – ($50 to $99)
Janet Olin Altschuller
William Anders
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Bailey
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce K. Barach
Kevin and Lark Baughman
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Judith Brown
Daniel and Linda Burns
Carol Cascio
Eric and Lynell Engelmyer
Mr. Edward Eusebio and Ms. Sloane 
DeLuke Eusebio
Thomas and Laura Favata
Nancy D. Fitzroy
Amy Dufort Galvin
Nancy Halsted
Cynthia W. Hamilton
Nancy Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Holt
Faith D. Hopkins
John and Carol Hudson
Kimberly and Earl Jefferson
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Jennings
Ellen Heath Kanuck
Thomas Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Kimball
Paul and Doris Kirchner
Robert and Janet Kristel
Barbara Lapidus and Carl Snyder
Emily and Jeff Light
Mr. Italo Massaroni
Linda P. Mastrianni
Julie and Brian McDonnell
Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Murray, Jr.
Ms. Deborah Oriola
Jenny C. Overeynder
Ronald and Cynthia Placek
Sally Maynard Quinn
Mr. and Mrs. David Raycroft

Mr. and Mrs. E.L. Rivest
Emily Ross
Domenico and Victoria Salamone
Ms. Joanne Seltzer
Margaret Sherman
Ken and Sue Siegal
Bernard L. Socha
Sarah and John Spindler
Cynthia Swanson
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Tamoschat
Assemblyman Jim Tedisco
Dr. John and Moya Viertl
Ken and Beth Webb
John and Victoria Wyld

Cornerstone Club – ($1 to $49)
Jacqueline J. Albanese
Lizbeth Amorelli
Susan Arnds Braidwood
Dr. and Mrs. Salvatore Belardo
Douglas Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Brandone
Tom and Karen Brewer
Dr. Quintin B. Bullock
Bobbie Burgess
Helen G. Dejnozka
Mr. and Mrs. Darrin Derosia
Carol Jo and Duke Dufort
Hans and Sara Erickson
Mary Jane Fisher
Jack and Lolly Fitts
Eileen S. Fox
Ruth and Harold Gilbert

Richard and Lois Groskopf
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Harrington
Dugald Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Kaufmann
Mr. Roy Keats
Michael and Eliza Kellish
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kitzman
Mr. and Mrs. John J.Kuzma
Pat and Dave Lambert
Lisa Leary
Franceline C. Leary
Louisa Lombardo and James Dillon
Pamela Maloy
Dennis McAndrews
Avis S. Mickey
Joel and Mary Neufeld
Mr. and Mrs. Orlando J. Pigliavento
Thomas M. Prehoda
Ms. Elizabeth Ryan
Susan Schwarz
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell G. Silver
Laura and Justin Smith
Gail Sternstein
Katherine C. Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Stratton
John and Susan Sweeney
David and Suzanne Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Van Wert
Ms. Maureen A. Versaci
Ben and Sue Whitaker
Daniel Williams
Sylvia and Herb Winer
Zalucki and Halstead, LLP CPA’s

THANKS TO OUR 2011-2012 DONORS (continued...)

Please Send a Tax-Deductible  
Gift to NCF Today!
It’s easy!

1.  �Write a check to the Niskayuna Community Foundation 
and sent it to PO Box 9711, Niskayuna, NY 12309.

2.  �Give online at our website www.niskayunacf.org  
and use your VISA or Mastercard.

3.  Give a gift of appreciated stock.

4.  �Establish a fund in your name with an initial gift  
of $10,000.

5.  �Set up a bequest in your will or arrange another type 
of planned gift (such as an investment in a charitable 
gift annuity, a charitable remainder trust or a pooled 
income fund).

Call 518-935-7899 for further details.

Scholarships & Awards
Kathy Putz, Chair of the Scholarship Committee, is 
pleased to announce the following scholarship and 
award winners for 2012.
• Huether/Gillan Scholarship – Emily E. LaCoppola
• �Michael E. and Mitchell S. Labanowski Scholarship – 

Deepak Aaron
• �Scott McAndrews Outward Bound Wilderness 

Memorial Scholarship – Kathleen Batzinger
• �50th Anniversary Scholarship – Christopher P. Henry 

and Maarja L. Paul 
• Community Service Award – Johnathan M. Marra
• College Promise Scholarship – Shaifaly Budhwani
Special thanks to the following community members who served 
on the committee to award the Huether/Gillan Scholarship, 
Michael E. and Mitchell S. Labanowski Scholarship, and the 
Community Service Award: Amy Dufort Galvin, Ginny 
Gritman, Kathy Greenthal and Mary Anne Mangano.
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The gift that keeps giving – forever!
Did you know that when you make a gift to the Niskayuna Community Foundation (NCF) 
Endowment Fund at the Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region, our community will 
continue to realize the impact of your wise investment for generations to come?

One of the easiest ways to support Niskayuna’s future is to designate that the NCF Endowment 
Fund receives a specific dollar amount, or a specific piece of property, or a percentage of your estate.  
A codicil can be added to your will. The language is simple: “I give, devise and bequeath to the 
Niskayuna Community Foundation, an affiliate of the Community Foundation for the Greater Capital 
Region, Albany, NY (insert the dollar amount, or piece of property, or desired percentage) in support 
of the NCF Endowment Fund.” To learn more about how you can be a part of our future, contact 
Cindy Phillippe at 518-935-7899.  

A gift of ANY size would be greatly appreciated and would ensure your legacy in our community. Notifying us of a future 
bequest will make you a member of our new Legacy Society. You do not need to share with us the size of your gift.

PLEASE NOTE: This information should not be considered as legal, tax or financial advice. Consult your professional advisor 
for further information and guidance.

Gifts in Honor/Memory of People (from 10/01/11 to 10/15/12)
Gifts were given in honor of special 
occasions in the lives of these people  
by those who care. Given in honor of…
BOCES Colleagues… by 
	 Nancy Jones
John Furey... by 
	 Michael Pipa
Darius and Cyrus Irani… by 
	 Priti Irani
Donna McAndrews… by 
	 Bobbi Burgess
Friends of the Pipa Family… by 
	 Donna McAndrews & Mike Pipa
The Friends of Scott McAndrews… by 
	 The McAndrews Family
Niskayuna High School Class of 1962… by 
	 Anonymous 
	 Anonymous 
	 William Kardash 
	 Moira McGrane 
	 The Class of 1962
Cindy Phillippe… by  
	 Emile and Ann Walraven 
	 Denis and Brita Chagnon
Cindy Phillippe’s award from  
the Woman’s Fund… by 
	 Debrah DeLuke
Dave and Kathy Putz… by 
	 Denis and Brita Chagnon
John Sharkey’s Birthday… by 
	 Cindy and Duane Ball
Tim and Emily Sweeney… by 
	 Mr. and Mrs. John Sweeney

Gifts were given in memory of special 
people by those who were touched by 
their lives. Given in memory of…
Malcolm and Virginia Bard… by 
	 Cindy Bard Ball and Duane Ball
Felix Blanchard, U.S.M.C., 1947… by 
	 Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Tamoschat
Donald E. Craig… by 
	 Laura and Justin Smith 
	 Sue and Gene Zeltmann
Glenn Davis, U.S.M.C., 1947… by 
	 Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Tamoschat
Mrs. Stephen B. Fuerst (Martha)… by 
	 Richard A. Fuerst, Esq. 
Helen George and her 100th birthday… by 
	 Cindy and Duane Ball
Margaret Guarnier… by 
	 Kathyleen Guarnier
R. Ned Landon… by 
	 Cindy and Duane Ball 
	 Nancy D. Fitzroy 
	 Eileen S. Fox 
	 Cynthia W. Hamilton 
	 Ellen Heath Kanuck 
	 Rosemary Mullaney 
	 Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Muray 
	 Dick and Cindy Phillippe 
	 Anne and Walt Robb 
	 Emily Ross 
	 Elizabeth Ryan 
	 Dorothy S. Stevens 
	 Dr. John and Moya Viertl

Gary Lombardi… by 
	 Paul and Cynthia Cardinal
Polly Putnam Mathews… by 
	 Barbara and Frank Mauro
Jean McAndrews… by 
	 Barbara and Frank Mauro
Scott McAndrews… by 
	 James and Veronica Blendell 
	 Nancy Hoffman 
	 Louisa Lombardo and James Dillon 
	 Dennis McAndrews 
	 The Estate of Margaret  
	       Jean McAndrews 
	 Dick and Cindy Phillippe 
	 Dominick Pizzo 
	 Robert and Helen Salamone 
	 Domenico and Veronica Salamone 
	 Lou Scharpf 
	 Beth and Kenneth Webb
Diane MacMullen Meibaum… by 
	 Susan Schwarz
Rosemary Mullaney… by 
	 Cindy and Duane Ball 
	 Dick and Cindy Phillippe
Laurence C. Rainey… by 
	 Janet I. Rainey
Virginia Powell Strong… by 
	 Susan Arnds Braidwood 
	 Bob and Debbie DeLuke 
	 Cindy Phillippe
Anthony Tebano, Class of 2004… by 
	 Michael DePetrillo and Lil Bertalan
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2012 Murray Award Winners
Physical education teacher John Furey and English teacher Carol White were leading their Niskayuna High 
School classes on Friday morning, June 1, when they were pleasantly interrupted. School administrators, 
students, parents, teachers and Niskayuna Community Foundation representatives came to tell them that 
they had been selected as the recipients of the 2012 Murray Award for Excellence in Education.

An impromptu ceremony of accolades, a plaque, balloons and pictures followed. Kathleen Kemp of the 
Niskayuna Community Foundation said the award was initiated in 2004 by Kathy Murray Crowe and Jeanne 
Murray Veasey, the daughters of Edwards and Sally Murray, to honor their parents’ involvement in the 
formation of the Niskayuna High School. The award is also given in memory of Jeanne Murray Veasey, who 
has since passed away.

A committee representing the students, parents and peers chose recipients, and the Niskayuna Community 
Foundation facilitated the selection process and award presentation. Criteria included outstanding classroom 
practices as well as growth potential and a school presence that inspires and positively impacts students, 
colleagues and the community.

The award comes with $2,500 for the professional development activity of each recipient’s choice.

Students have spoken of how Mr. Furey gives tirelessly for the betterment of his 
students. They recognize him as kind and supportive, and speak of the ample time 
and extensive energy he puts into his instruction as well as nurturing the emotional 
well-being of his students. In addition to the demands of coaching varsity football 
and baseball, he reaches out to all members of the student body with a smile, 
handshake and most notably a positive attitude that is nothing short of infectious. A 
testimony to the impact Mr. Furey has on the school are his most frequently uttered 
words, “It’s a great day to be a Warrior!” These words were placed on the back of a 
Niskayuna sweatshirt, leading it to not only be a very popular fundraiser but one of 
the most requested items of the past year!

Ms. White is recognized as one of the most generous and collaborative teachers at 
Niskayuna High School. Students speak of how kind and supportive she is. Without 
fanfare she supports the neediest of the students and helps them find the success 
they so desperately seek. Students recognize her steady presence at the high school 
and her vibrant and active classroom activities. Her enthusiasm for Shakespeare 
and poetry, as seen through the establishment of the Shakespeare Club and Poetry 
in Unexpected Places, does not go unnoticed. She is also a founding member of Java 
Jive and the underclassmen Creative Writing Club.


