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A newsletter of the Niskayuna Community Foundation ... enhancing the quality of life in Niskayuna through organized philanthropy.
The Niskayuna Community Foundation is an affiliate of the Community Foundation for the Capital Region.

c/o Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region * 6 Tower Place, Albany, NY 12203 * 518-446-9638

2016 GRANT SPOTLIGHT

Honoring Niskayuna’s Veterans

It might be hard to believe that
Niskayuna does not currently have a
memorial to honor our town’s veterans.
That situation will end in the spring of
2017, when the Niskayuna American
Legion Post 1092 and the town construct
a beautiful new memorial outside of
town hall.

The idea was generated by Claude
Dutcher and the members of Niskayuna
American Legion Post 1092 and was
proposed to the town earlier this year.
Funds have been raised in a variety of
ways, including a large grant from the
Niskayuna Community Foundation,

local fundraising and a “buy a brick”

program. The town will also provide
in-kind services from the Highways & Parks Department,
including much of the labor, masonry and landscaping.

Currently, there is a U-shaped patio outside of town hall which
features three flagpoles and lights. This structure will be
dismantled and rebuilt to include the personalized engraved

bricks, a low masonry wall and a large black granite monument.

The monument will feature sculpted bronze emblems of each
branch of the military and a message of dedication. Lighting
will keep the memorial visible at night, and the low wall will
allow for visiting and contemplation.

Once complete in the spring, there will an unveiling ceremony

that will show off the new monument to our community.

Niskayuna residents are encouraged to buy a brick to honor
family, friends or simply the military service provided by the
veterans of Niskayuna. If you are interested, please visit www.
Niskayuna.org and look for the Town Supervisor’s page. Brick
sales will be ongoing and bricks can be added even after the
memorial is unveiled.

The Niskayuna Community Foundation is proud to contribute
to this essential element of our town. <
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It’s hard to believe that the foundation turns 16 this year. Like a typical teenager, our organization is learning and growing and

President’s Message
Dear Friends of the Niskayuna Community Foundation

looking ahead to a very bright future. For us this means continuing our tradition of philanthropy in our community, expanding
our reach and encouraging the next generation of donors and volunteers in Niskayuna.

We had an amazing year, kicked off with our first ever (but not last) Day of Service and capped off with a generous bequest from
longtime Niskayuna resident Harriet Wall. We awarded nearly $20,000 in grants and over $5,000 in endowed scholarships. And
our work continues.

Niskayuna’s needs are evolving — with community organizations dealing with significant budget cuts, a rise in food insecurity
and an aging population in need of greater services. We are doing our best to help meet these needs, something we could not do
without the generous support of people like you.

We encourage you all to stay with us and grow with us as we build our endowment, support our community organizations, and

continue to help make Niskayuna a wonderful place to live for everyone — not just now but for years to come.

Maggie Rush Vinciguerra, NCF President

2016 Grant Please Send a
rants .
A L Post 1092 $5,000 T f Nisk $1,500 Tax-DeduCtlble
merican Legion Post 5, own of Niskayuna , o
For the purchase of the Contribution to supplies to Glft to NCF TOday!
memori’al stone a}t i[he new expar;ld 1tlne Disc Golf facility It’s easy!
veteran’s memorial o 18 holes. 1. Write a check to the Niskayuna
Niskayuna Rowing Inc. $3,500  Girls Inc. $1,500 Community Foundation, c/o
For the addition of 60 ft. of dock To offset costs of the 2017 Community Foundation for the
facilities at Aqueduct Park. Girls’ Summit event at SCCC. Greater Capital Region, 6 Tower
Niskayuna Community Daycare $3,000 poyble H - Pletg, slbeig N 12205
In support of the playground Hole in the Woods Ranch $1,000 2. Give online at our website, www.
revitalization project. To support the camp’s ’ niskayunacf.org and use your
VISA or Mastercard.
Rosendale School PTO $2,500  medical facility, program . . :
To purchase materials to build areas, off-site trips and 3. Give a gift of appreciated stock.
a peaceful playground. food service 4. Establish a fund in your name
. , : ‘ with an initial gift of $10,000.
Féflt;ll:ly & Ch;lld Services : Special Olympics $1,000 5. Setup a bequesgt in your will
of Schenectady 2,000 75 support a local athlete '
In support of Homemaker durinppei ht weeks of or arrange another type of
services to low-income trainii agn 4 commetition planned gift.
Niskayuna residents. & P ' Call (518)446-9638 for further details.

e Rachel Darsinos
Huether/Gillan Scholarship

* Audrey Debritz

Community Service Scholarship
* Jake Shephard

Community Service Scholarship

* Melissa Stuart
College Promise Scholarship

2016 Scholarships

e Mufan Xu

Harriet Wall Memorial Scholarship

e Kimberly Kaucic

Scott McAndrews Outward Bound

Scholarship
e Robert Hollocher

School District 60th Anniversary

Scholarship

Laura Maxon
School District 60th Anniversary
Scholarship

Erendria Garcia Pallares
Niskayuna High School Class of
1965 Scholarship
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GRANT FOCUES:

Niskayuna Rowing Dock Expansion

With the help of the Niskayuna Community
Foundation, Niskayuna Rowing was able to
complete a much needed addition to its dock
at Aqueduct Park. The $3,500 grant helped
make the dock much safer and 50% bigger
to accommodate the growing program that
now includes over 75 Niskayuna families, as
well as Town residents who use the dock for
kayaking, canoeing and fishing. The grant
will also help expand the adult “learn-to-
row” program.

In addition to the grant from NCF, the dock

project was completed with an additional $12,000 in materials and in-kind labor.

The construction of the new dock was part of a comprehensive partnership between
the Niskayuna Rowing, the Town of Niskayuna, Niskayuna School District and the
NYS Canals Corporation to improve access to the Mohawk and increase recreational

opportunities for Town residents.

In 2017, Niskayuna Rowing will celebrate
its 30th Anniversary thanks in large part
to the continued support of organizations
such as the Niskayuna Community
Foundation. In those 30 years, Niskayuna
rowers have achieved great success,
including regional, state and national
championships.

BOARDMEMBER FOCUS

Mike Mullaney

Mike Mullaney has been involved
with the Niskayuna Community
Foundation since its inception

in 2000, serving as its Treasurer
through 2014. He currently chairs
the Distribution Committee,
having also been a member of that
committee since its inception.

Mike, a local estate planning attorney
of counsel to the firm of Lavelle

and Finn, is a lifelong Niskayuna
resident and attended Niskayuna
Schools. After attending Georgetown
University and Albany Law School
Mike returned to the community.

He and his wife, Debby, raised their
four children in Niskayuna and she
and they also attended Niskayuna
Schools.

Mike believes it is important to give
back to his community. He had
been a coach and member of the
Board of several Niskayuna Youth
Sports programs whose focus was
to improve the quality of life for
families and children. He helped to
incorporate Niskayuna Community
Action Program and served on that
Board as well. His work with the
Niskayuna Community Foundation
was a natural outgrowth of his
previous service to Niskayuna. Mike
says “I am proud of being a member
of the Foundation Board. I think what
we do is vital to continue to have the
strong community that is Niskayuna
for current and future generations.”

2
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ANNUAL FUND — “The Power of Many”

Thank you to the donors who contributed to funds of the Niskayuna Community Foundation between October 1, 2015 and
September 30, 2016. Funds included in this listing: NCF General Fund, NCF Scholarship Endowment Fund, NCF General
Endowment Fund, NCF Alumni Fund, Niskayuna School District Education Enrichment Fund, the Ball Family Fund, the Neil
and Jane Golub Donor Advised Fund of the Niskayuna Community Foundation, Neil and Jane Golub Unrestricted Fund of the
Niskayuna Community Foundation, the McAndrews Family Fund, the Sally S. and Edwards B. Murray Designated Fund, the

Phillippe Family Fund.

Please accept our apologies if we have erred by misspelling or omitting your name in reproducing our donor list.

Pillars of the Community —
(Gifts of $10,000+)

Estate of Harriet F. Wall
Philanthropists — (85,000 to $9,999)

Kathy and Jack Crowe
Nancy Hershey-Hershey Family
Fund of CFGCR

Lamplighters — (52,500 to $4,999)

Anonymous
GE Foundation
Isabelle and Briggs McAndrews

Bridge Builders — ($1,000 to $2,499)

Cindy and Duane Ball
James R. Donnalley III
Sarah E. Gage
GE Power Systems
Mr. and Mrs. Jerel Golub
Dr. Steven and Mrs. Linda Goodman
Wally Graham
Betty L. and John A. McKinney
Nan and Hugh Murphy
Niskayuna High School Class of 1966
Michelle Ostrelich and
Howard Schlossberg
Cindy and Dick Phillippe
Schenectady Urological Associates
Stephen C. Schoonover
Susan L. Schwarz
Marti and Austin Spang
Virginia and Fred Thompson
Ann and Emile Walraven

Gatekeepers — ($500 to $999)

Betty Apkarian

Dr. Eric R. Aronowitz
Peter and Valerie Bluhm
Daniel Paul Bradt

Dr. Bruce Brown

Robert Buhrmaster
Dave Corman

Carol Hyde and Sanjay Correa
Dr. Nancy D. Fitzroy
Robert B. Hamilton

Denise and William Leader
Mr. and Mrs. John Lyddane
Anne Mehringer

Debby and Mike Mullaney
Christine Parkhurst Moore
Ronald Rivest

Ceil and Bob Sowinski
Julie and Steve Weitz

Stepping Stones — ($250 to $499)

Peter M. Aliferis

William Anders

Anonymous

Susan and Michael Burke
Margaret E. Bean and Glenn W. Busby
Judy and Al Dannes

Chris and Don DeLuke

Debbie and Bob DeLuke, DDS
Fran and Bob Fazio

Susan and John Fenaroli

Betty and Richard Ferencik
Millie and Clark Gittinger
Kathy and John Greenthal

Mike Hogan

Karen Huggins

Steven Karp

Mr. and Mrs. John Keller

David and Patricia Lambert

Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Lanotte
Kay and Mike MacLaury

Bill Murphy

Niskayuna Teachers Association
James S. Pennington III

Emily Acton Phillips

Nancy P. Rimany

Joan and David Rockwell

Ms. Mary Louise Roedel

Lynn D. Schnell

Jeanne and Peter Sosnow

David Tieman

Carol and Vincent Valenza

Friends — ($100 to $249)

1st National Bank of Scotia

Linda and David Anker

Fran and Mark Aronowitz

Dr. N. Balasubramaniam

Martha Knapp Baum

Patsy Mohns Bellizzi

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer F. Bertsch

L. Ann Bish

Ronnie and Jim Blendell

Alan Blitzblau

Erika and Mike Bowman

Office Staff of Breault &
McGovern DDS PC

Felicia Bucciferro

Sandra and Jim Buhrmaster

Donna and David Bundy

Dr. Andrew Burns

Kathy Carson

CDPHP

The Chillruds

Jaime Nass and Chris Cueman

Rabbi Matt and Sharon Cutler

Bonnie and Bill Daggett

Marcia and Clement Davis

Dr. Michael A. DePetrillo Jr. and
Ms. Lillian M. Bertalan

Patrick A. DiCerbo, CLU

Dr. and Mrs. Gary R. Dunkerley

Douglas T. Eagan

Brian G. Fisher

Eleanor Fladager-Biklen and
Curtis T. Fladager

Helen Ghiradella

Meg and Paul Giannetti

Gouldin & McCarthy, LLC

Edwin & Laura Graham

Jack Hagerty and Jeanne Murray Hagerty

Cynthia W. Hamilton

Lynne Nicolson and Douglas Hamilton

Nancy and Alan Hickenbottom
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Richard Holt
Ellen Titus Hoover and J. Jeffrey Hoover
Sally Arnds Willette and

Hugo Irizarry-Quinones
Rosemarie and Grant Jaquith
Nancy Riber Johnson
Ellen and Robert Kanuck
Susan and Roy Keats
Susanne and Gene Kimura
Koes Family
Barbara Landon
Randall Lawry
Kathleen and Harry K. Leader
Kathleen and Timothy Lederach
Mary Liz and Bill Leitch
Mr. David Lilienfeld
Dr. Oscar and Mrs. Kathryn Lirio
Katharine Lowe
Lowney-Kelly Family
Sharon and Charles Maneri
Francesca & Richard Marine
Nancy Freligh Martin
Dennis C. McAndrews Esq.
Dwayne McDuffie
Peggy and Rick Mele
Helen and Dick Murray
Pam Ober
Janet D. O’Farrell
Cynthia N. Panlilio
Laurel A. Winegar and

Gary N. Paslow
Dr. Carl and Mrs. Joann Paulsen
Susan L. Penny
Sally and Lester Perlee, Jr.
Marguerite and Richard Philbrick
Michael Pipa and Donna McAndrews
Susan and Vincent Polsinelli
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Polsinelli
Kendra Pratt
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher T. Radley
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Raycroft
Sandy and Fred Kaplan
Deborah Horn Roosevelt
Helen and Robert Salamone
Cynthia and Herbert Shultz
John and Connie Soron
Dr. Jayne Steubing and

Mr. David Wagner
Maureen V. Svitak
Marilyn and Ronald Tamoschat
Francis R. Taormina
Joan Terwilliger
Emily and Tom Titsworth

Judith and Jerry Tomisman
Joshua Vinciguerra and

Margaret Rush Vinciguerra
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Vinciguerra
John and Kate Vrtiak
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Weber
Linda and Jack Witkowski
Sue and Gene Zeltmann

Supporters — ($50 to $99)

Jan Olin Altschuller
Martha Auster
Robert and Bonnie Bailey
Mary Connelly Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Carr
Carol Cascio
Mr. and Mrs. Louis W. Chicatelli Jr.
Alison and Rob Coan & Family
Stuart E. Cohen
Jill and Matthew Connell
Helen G. Dejnozka
Gail Denisoff
Louisa Lombardo and James Dillon
Celine and Larry Edwards
Kara and Jeffrey Ellenbogen
Fenlon Family
Olive W. Foster
Yvette and Alan Gebell
Mr. and Mrs. William Gerstler
Ruth and Harold Gilbert
James E. Gorgos
Greene Family
Mary Groff Olsen
Nancy Halsted
Hanft-Rosenthal Family
John B. Hudson
Paul A. Hurteau
Mr. and Mrs. Dominick 1zzo
Maria and Larry Krause
Lisa Leary
Tom Lewis
Mary and Michael Mahony
Mr. and Mrs. Greg P. Marcincuk
Mr. Jonathan Marr and

Mrs. Rachel Sterne-Marr
Mary and Joel Neufeld
Hillevi and Sven Paul
Karen and Dennis Quinn
Sue and Don Rahn
Stephanie and Chris Roberts
Linda and Michael Sciocchetti
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Sentz
Barb Lapidus and Carl Snyder

Bernie Socha
Mr. John B. Spindler and

Mrs. Sarah R. Frank Spindler
Dr. James and Mrs. Margo Strosberg
Assemblyman Jim Tedisco
Sally Thomas-Eggers
Maureen Versaci
The Waskiewicz Family
Beth and Ken Webb
Donald and Carol Rix Werner
Luanne C. Williams
Wise Family
Barbara Wood
Vicki and John Wyld

Cornerstone — (Gifts up to $49)

Joan Almas

Christina W. Anderson
Frederica Anderson

Joyce M. Beckley

Diana and Sal Belardo
Douglas Bennett

Shari Maclvor Brunner
Cheryl H. Cufari

Elaine and Jeff Dashew
Richard Dolins

Kathy Ann Drapeau

Lori R. Finch

First New York Federal Credit Union
Foley Family

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Fromowitz
Marybelle J. Gemmell

Diane and Jim Harrington
Marilyn P. Johnson

Janet and Larry Kaufmann
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kitzman
Alvin Magid

Pamela L. Maloy

Julie and Brian McDonnell
Paddi and Gerard McGrinder
Kathryn Opdyke

Kathleen and David Putz
Janet L. Rainey

Yoonjin and Alex Schnell
Ruth and James Shopmyer
Diane and Richard Smith
Ellen and Stan Strauss
Donna and Richard Tanfield
Thomas and Susan Van Wert
Karen and Jared Wells

Mr. and Mrs. William L. Wertman
Sylvia and Herbert Winer
Ann and Dick Wyles

Susan Zito
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QGifts in Honor

The donations below vepresent gifts made to funds of the Niskayuna Community Foundation
in honor of special occasions in the lives of these people.

In honor of the NCF Board Service

of Adam Bach
Cindy and Dick Phillippe

In honor of Dr. Michael Breault
Office Staff Breault & McGovern,
D.D.S, PC.

In honor of Patricia Lanotte
Diane and Richard Smith

In honor of the NCF Board Service
of Daniel McCoy
Cindy and Dick Phillippe
In honor of the Niskayuna Central
School District Class of 1966
Christina W. Anderson
Peter and Valerie Dahlstedt Bluhm
Ellen Heath Kanuck and
Robert Kanuck
Patricia Basquos Lambert and
David Lambert
Mary Groff Olsen
Cindy Hamilton Phillippe
Susan L. Schwarz
Donald and Carol Rix Werner

»

»

»

»

In honor of the Academic Support
Center at Niskayuna High School
Luanne C. Williams

In honor of Niskayuna Senior Center
Joan Almas

In honor of Mrs. Cindy Hamilton
Phillippe

Cynthia W. Hamilton
In honor of Cindy Hamilton Phillippe
and Dick Phillippe

Robert B. Hamilton

Cynthia W. Hamilton
In honor of the NCF Board Service
of Susan Polsinelli

Cindy and Dick Phillippe
In honor of Niskayuna scholar Leo
Polsinelli, grandson of

Karen and Vincent J. Polsinelli

Lynn Schnell

»

»

»

»

In honor of Niskayuna scholar Luca
Polsinelli, grandson of
Karen and Vincent J. Polsinelli
Lynn Schnell

In honor of Niskayuna scholar Evan
Schnell, grandson of
Karen and Vincent J. Polsinelli
Lynn Schnell
In honor of the NCF Board Service of
Vincent Valenza
Cindy and Dick Phillippe
In honor of the Van Antwerp
Middle School Science Bowl Team,
participants in the 2015 National
Competition in Washington DC and
Evan Schnell, 2015 Science Team
Captain
Lynn Schnell
In honor of Maggie Rush Vincciguerra
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Vinciguerra

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Gifts in Memory

The donations below represent gifts made to the Niskayuna Community Foundation General Fund
in memory of special people by those who weve touched by their lives.

In memory of Malcolm and
Virginia Bard
Cindy and Duane Ball
In memory of Benjamin F. Bennett
Douglas M. Bennett
In memory of Tina Bianchi
Kate and John Vrtiak
In memory of Felix Blanchard
USMA 1947
Marilyn and Ronald Tamoschat
In Memory of Mrs. Robert Breault
Karen Huggins
In Memory of Michael Cascio
Cindy and Dick Phillippe
In Memory of Donald E. Craig
Sue and Gene Zeltmann
In memory of Glenn Davis
USMA 1947
Marilyn and Ronald Tamoschat

»

»

»

»

»

»

In Memory of Alana Dell
Edwin and Laura Graham

In Memory of John S. Edwards
Sally Arnds Willette and
Hugo Irizarry-Quinones

In Memory of Mary Jane

Dunsmoor Fleming
Edwin and Laura Graham

In Memory of

Ms. Kathleen G. Frokedal
Cindy and Dick Phillippe
John and Connie Soron

In Memory of Nancy Naumoff Gorgos
James E. Gorgos

In Memory of Lisa Holt
Richard A. Holt
Peggy and Rick Mele
Kate and John Vrtiak
Linda and Jack Witkowski

»

»

»

»

In Memory of Carol J. Hudson
John B. Hudson

In Memory of Jean Huggins
Karen Huggins

In Memory of Roberta Jo Maras
Patricia and David Lambert

In Memory of Scott McAndrews
Joyce M. Beckley
Veronica and James Blendell
Louisa Lombardo and James Dillion
Cindy and Dick Phillippe
Dr. Jayne Steubing and
Mr. David Wagner
Beth and Ken Webb

In Memory of Joan McGarry
Edwin and Laura Graham

In Memory of Rodney Penny
Isabelle and Briggs McAndrews
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YOUR Legacy

NCEF is so grateful to Kathy Murray Crowe, her sister Jeanne Murray Veasey and her
father Edwards B. Murray. In 2004 they had a vision to create a designated endowed
fund with NCF that would benefit high school teachers. They chose high school
teachers since the sisters were students there and appreciated their education and
Mr. Murray helped to facilitate the building of the school.

The fund they established has enabled
them to recognize outstanding educators.
They not only made contributions to

the fund during their lifetime but when
Jeanne and Edwards passed away, they
each left a very generous bequest so that
this recognition would continue. What a
wonderful legacy!

The Murrays also hoped to inspire other
members of the community or alumni

to create endowed funds, which would
benefit the middle school and elementary
level educators in the same way that

the Murray Award for Excellence in
Education honors exceptional high
school teachers.

Donors have many reasons for giving.
You may have an interest in another
area of the community. Because of
our affiliation with the Community
Foundation for the Greater Capital Region we have access to the power of endowed
giving, enabling donors to continue supporting the issues closest to their heart with
minimal overhead costs. Regardless of the amount given, the motive is usually the
same: to make a positive impact on our local community.

Cindy and Duane Ball established a donor advised fund in
2000 to support to the community that has given them so
much for generations.

How would you like to leave a lasting and positive legacy for Niskayuna? Just imagine
the possibilities! You and your family, or joining with a group of friends, establishing
a fund that will make life better for Niskayuna’s children, families and community —
now, and far into the future.

We encourage you establish a donor advised fund or a designated fund in your name,
or in honor or in memory of a loved one.

Please contact us at 446-9638 to talk about partnering with the Community
Foundation for your charitable giving. We can also help you with planned giving
opportunities. There is no better time than now to start thinking about the legacy
you'd like to leave.

Apply for a Grant from NCF!

Would your 501c3 organization like to apply for a grant from NCF? The NCF
offers two grant programs — a rolling mini-grant program for requests up to
$1,000 and an annual grant-making program for requests up to $5,000.

For more information or to apply,
please contact NCF at grants@niskayunacf.org.

Keep up with the activities of the
Niskayuna Community Foundation
by liking us on Facebook.

o5 Like us on
Facebook

BOARDMEMBER FOCUS

Kathleen Kemp

Kathleen Kemp joined the Niskayuna
Community Foundation as a board
member in 2009. Kathleen coordinates
the annual Murray Award for
Excellence in Education selection and
presentation. She is also a member of
the grant distribution committee.

Kathleen moved to Schenectady with
her husband in 1995, and has been a
Niskayuna resident since 1998. She
works at the Open Door Bookstore in
downtown Schenectady as the school
and institutional liaison. She and

her husband have raised their three
children in Niskayuna - two of whom
are currently in college, and the
youngest a sophomore at Niskayuna
High School.

Before joining the Foundation,
Kathleen was active in the PTOs

on both the elementary and middle
school levels, having served in
various capacities, including a term
as PTO President. Kathleen has
enjoyed her time as a board member
of NCF and, in particular, the
annual Murray Award presentations
at Niskayuna High School. She

is honored to be a part of this
organization that has such a

direct impact on the residents

of Niskayuna. <
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Please Support Niskayuna with a Gift
www.niskayunacf.org

Board. of Directors

Maggie Rush Vinciguerra
President

Judy Tomisman
Secretary

Karen Huggins
Treasurer

Dr. Eric R. Aronowitz
Cindy Bard Ball
Dr. Michael Breault
Jessica Brennan
Debrah Komp DeLuke
Dr. Robert Gerstenbluth
Dr. Sanjiv Kayastha
Kathleen Kemp
Tina Lee
Dina McManus
Michael Mullaney, Esq.
Michelle Ostrelich

Cindy Hamilton Phillippe

Allison Schultz
Julie Oberg Weitz
Dr. Frederick Wetzel

Charter ‘J-ﬂmomry Board

Betty Apkarian
Neil & Jane Golub
Wally Graham
Nancy Hershey
Richard Huether
Barbara Landon
Mark & Terri Little

Briggs & Isabelle
McAndrews

Hugh & Nan Murphy
Walt & Anne Robb

Barbara Stratton

Emile & Ann Walraven

James Edgar and Meagan Hughes
Join Illustrious Company with
this year’s Murray Award

Since 2004, the Niskayuna Community Foundation has been awarding Niskayuna High School
teachers with the coveted Murray Award. The award was created by two devoted alumni, Kathy
Murray Crowe and Jeanne Murray Veasey, who wanted to honor our high school’s best teachers

for their “uncompromising excellence.”

A committee comprised of students, parents and peers choose each year’s winners based on criteria
such as exceptional classroom practices, growth potential and a school presence that positively
impacts their students. Each teacher will receive $2,500 for use in a professional development activity

of their choice.

Students describe Meagan Hughes as a teacher who goes above and
beyond both in the classroom and outside of it. Whether working with
students during Chemistry demos, helping out with the National Honor
Society, or attending various school functions, she is always engaged in

the Niskayuna HS community. Her students appreciate her ability to mix
humor into chemistry and her personality shines through her teaching. She
brings a depth to the classroom that results in her students learning to love

chemistry.

Mrs. Meagan Hughes

James Edgar’s knowledge and appreciation for writing and
literature extends beyond the classroom. In class, Mr. Edgar
makes reading engaging. Through tackling everything from
Shakespeare to Maya Angelou, Mr. Edgar brings joy to the
classroom. Outside of class, he is equally dedicated to the
betterment of Niskayuna High School through his work
mentoring student editors at the Warrior newspaper and
facilitating weekly discussions at Anime club. %

Mr. James Edgar
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