
Many of us here in Niskayuna 
consider ourselves lucky to live 
in such a vibrant successful town. 
We have great schools, beautiful & 
well-cared-for properties, people 
who volunteer to help others, sports 
teams for our children, little decay, 
productive businesses, and so on. 
When your neighbor on one side of 
you pays upwards of $3000 a year for 
their 9 year old to play soccer, and the 
neighbor on the other side just took 
a fabulous vacation to Europe, it can 
be hard to see where there are needs 
that organizations like the Niskayuna 
Community Foundation serve.

But needs exist, and although they 
are not the overwhelming needs that 
many less fortunate communities face, 
NCF is here to help assure that what 
can be done, is done.

You might not know that there is 
a volunteer group of teachers and 
administrators that delivers bags 
of free food on Fridays to several 
struggling Niskayuna families.  

These essential items help families 
make it through the weekend when 
free lunch at school is not available. 
In fact, even while the population 
of Niskayuna has stayed relatively 
steady, the number of students who 
qualify for free lunch has more than 
doubled in the past decade, from 
5% to 12% (2005-2006 and 2015-16 
school years, respectively). An NCF 
grant helps pay for the food that is 
distributed.

Niskayuna also has an active and 
well-used Senior Center that benefits 
from local grants and donations. Our 
community’s seniors take advantage 
of free classes, trips, defensive 
driving instruction, computer 
facilities, help with grocery shopping 
or doctor’s trips and nominally 
priced hot lunches. There are social 
events and a garden to maintain. 
These programs, which are run by 
the town, help keep our seniors 
safe, engaged and looked after. NCF 
grants pay for some of these services.

continued inside..
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Meeting the Needs in Our Community

Cynthia Gagnon & Christine Perrella pack food for families  
in the weekend “backpack” program.

Enjoying coffee and dessert after a delicious lunch at the 
Niskayuna Senior Center.
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President’s Message
Dear Friends of the Niskayuna Community Foundation
It has been another great year for our community and our foundation. Thank you to all who supported us this year – and to those 
of you who continue to support us as we endeavor to make a positive impact in our town. This year we awarded over $28,000 in 
grants and scholarships – and we’re not done yet! 

As the foundation’s president, one of my goals for this year is to boost awareness about what the Niskayuna Community 
Foundation does – so that more people understand that we’re here to help! We could really use your assistance with this. How? 
Like us on Facebook! Tell your friends and neighbors about what we do. Encourage nonprofit organizations that you may be 
involved with to apply for a grant. Share a story with us about how the foundation has helped you or someone you know.  
Tell us how we’re doing… we’re listening!

Maggie Rush Vinciguerra, NCF President

2017 Scholarships
•  Kathryn Krauss 

Huether/Gillan Scholarship
•  Elizabeth Whelan  

Community Service Scholarship
•  Tia Skidmore 

College Promise Scholarship

• Thomas Constantine 
Scott McAndrews Outward  
Bound Scholarship

•  Alyssa Farkas 
School District 60th Anniversary 
Scholarship

•  Jad Jacob 
School District 60th Anniversary 
Scholarship

•  Omar Ali 
Niskayuna High School Class  
of 1965 Scholarship

2017 Grants
Town of Niskayuna 
Senior Center $3,000
To purchase salad bar unit for  
the Senior Center lunch program.

Niskayuna Community  
Day Care Center $3,000
Towards purchase of new  
furniture for the center.

Town of Niskayuna Parks  
and Recreation  $3,000
To purchase benches for the  
new splash pad at Blatnick Park.

Family and Child Services  
of Schenectady $2,500
To support Homemaker Program 
Services to Niskayuna residents. 

Girls Inc. of  
the Greater Capital Region $2,500
To defray costs of the  
2017 Girls Summit.

Schenectady JCC  $2,500
To support threat prevention  
and security.

Concerned for the Hungry $1,300
Purchase and distribution of 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets.

High School PTO $1,000
To support the after prom.

Cornell Cooperative  
Extension Schenectady $1,000
To support a geocaching  
program for youth.

Niskayuna Baseball LTD $1,000
To repair fields and facilities in 
preparation for the Mid Atlantic 
Regional tournament.

Young Musicians Forum, Inc. $1,000
Travel costs for traveling aspiring 
musicians to perform locally.

Center for Community Justice $700
To support community-based peaceful 
resolutions, accountability and justice.

Double H  
Hole in the Woods Ranch $500
To sponsor a seriously ill Niskayuna 
child for one week of summer camp.

Please Send a  
Tax-Deductible 
Gift to NCF Today!
It’s easy!

1.   Write a check to the Niskayuna 
Community Foundation, c/o 
Community Foundation for the 
Greater Capital Region, 6 Tower 
Place, Albany, NY 12203.

2.   Give online at our website, www.
niskayunacf.org and use your 
VISA or Mastercard.

3.  Give a gift of appreciated stock.

4.   Establish a fund in your name 
with an initial gift of $10,000.

5.   Set up a bequest in your will  
or arrange another type of 
planned gift.

Call (518) 446-9638 for further 
details.
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ANNUAL FUND  
“The Power of Many”

Thank you to the donors who contributed to funds of the Niskayuna Community 
Foundation between October 1, 2016 and September 30, 2017. Funds included in 
this listing: NCF General Fund, NCF Scholarship Endowment Fund, NCF General 
Endowment Fund, NCF Alumni Fund, Niskayuna School District Education 
Enrichment Fund, the Ball Family Fund, the Neil and Jane Golub Donor 
Advised Fund of the Niskayuna Community Foundation, Neil and Jane Golub 
Unrestricted Fund of the Niskayuna Community Foundation, the McAndrews 
Family Fund, the Sally S. and Edwards B. Murray Designated Fund, the Phillippe 
Family Fund. 

Please accept our apologies if we have erred by misspelling or omitting your 
name in reproducing our donor list.

Pillars of the Community –  
(Gifts of $10,000+)

Estate of Harriet F. Wall

Philanthropists – ($5,000 to $9,999)

Kathy and Jack Crowe
Mike and Sharon Daley
GE Foundation
Nancy Hershey,  
   Hershey Family Fund of CFGCR
Isabelle and Briggs McAndrews

Lamplighters – ($2,500 to $4,999)

Neil and Jane Golub
Cindy and Dick Phillippe

Bridge Builders – ($1,000 to $2,499)

Cindy and Duane Ball
Sarah E. Gage
Betty L. and John A. McKinney
Nan and Hugh Murphy
Michelle Ostrelich &  
   Howard Schlossberg
Susan L. Schwarz
Marti and Austin Spang
Virginia and Fred Thompson

Gatekeepers – ($500 to $999)

Anonymous
Betty Apkarian
Dr. Michael and Linda Breault
Mr. Sanjay Correa and Ms. Carol Hyde
Wally Graham
Robert B. Hamilton, III

Denise and William Leader
Mr. Craig Lynch
Ms. Donna J. McAndrews and  
   Mr. Michael Pippa
Molino & Vaccaro Dental
Debby and Michael Mullaney
Mr. James S. Pennington III
Anne and Walt Robb
Margaret Schadler
Julie and Steve Weitz

Stepping Stones – ($250 to $499)

Susan and Michael Burke
Margot Bean and Glenn Busby
CDPHP
Judy and Al Dannes
Chris and Don DeLuke
Susan and John Fenaroli
Richard and Betty Ferencik
Dr. Nancy Fitzroy
Kathy and John Greenthal
Richard Holt
Karen Huggins
Mr. Charles L. Johnson III
Kathleen and Jonathan Kemp
Susanne and Gene Kimura
Jerome Loew
Sharon and Charles Maneri
Mr. William Anders
Niskayuna Teachers Association
Pam Ober
Dr. Carl and Mrs. Joann Paulsen
Marguerite and Richard Philbrick
Jeanne and Peter Sosnow
Carol and Vincent Valenza

Meeting the Needs In Our Community 
– continued....

While our children and our seniors 
are the most obvious targets for 
need-based grants, we receive plenty 
of requests for funds that benefit 
various age groups. NCF supports 
programs that keep our teenagers out 
of trouble on prom night, deliver food 
to hungry families on Thanksgiving, 
develop and maintain our parks 
and recreation systems, improve our 
local cultural offerings, and support 
activities for people with disabilities.

The Niskayuna Community 
Foundation has been giving grants  
for more than 15 years, to a variety of 
non-profit organizations – some of  
them addressing serious needs like 
those mentioned above, and some of 
them enhancing the quality of life of 
our residents. In fact, in addition to 
several scholarships each year, in the  
17 years since its inception, NCF 
has given approximately 210 grants 
totaling more than $300,000.
While it may feel like our little 
town of 22,000 doesn’t have serious 
problems, there are always ways to 
make life better for our residents. Our 
small size means that these goals are 
achievable, so let’s work together to 
get them done. ❖ 

Please donate to NCF today!

The friendly atmosphere at the Senior Center welcomes all.
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Friends – ($100 to $249)

Linda and David Anker
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Barbera
Betty and Lyle Barlyn
Dr. Kevin and Lark Baughman
Joan and Vincent Blando
Ronnie and Jim Blendell
Ms. Lynn Boler
Marlene and Dick Breault
Felicia Bucciferro
Sandra and Jim Buhrmaster
John Buhrmaster
Dr. Andrew Burns
Susan and John Caufman
Tracy and Chris Cazer
The Dell Family
DeLuke Orthodontics, PC
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dematteo
Dr. Michael A. DePetrillo Jr. and  
   Lillian M. Bertalan
Drs. Christopher and Colleen Dibble
Mr. Ningping Dong and Ms. Xuli Zong
Mr. and Mrs. Eric I. Engelmyer
Kate and Kelly Evanoff
Linda and Thomas Feist
Phyllis and David Fusco
Betsy & Jeffrey Galginaitis
Millie and Clark Gittinger
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Goodman
Debbie and Brian Gordon
James E. Gorgos
Edwin & Laura Graham
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Grau
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Greenwalt
Mary Ellen and Hank Haase
Nancy and Alan Hickenbottom
Kathy & Richard Hoskinson
Mark L. Johnson
Ellen and Robert Kanuck
Sandy and Fred Kaplan
Susan and Roy Keats
Elaine and Robert Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Lambert
Kathleen and Timothy Lederach
Ms. Tina Lee
Deborah Leupold
Mr. David Lilienfeld
Dr. Oscar and Mrs. Kathryn Lirio
Katharine Lowe
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Kay and Mike MacLaury
Dina and Dan McManus
Peter M. McManus
Bill and Robin McPartlon
Peggy and Rick Mele
Eric and Gilah Moses
Niskayuna High School Class of 1965
Janet D. O’Farrell
Jenny Overeynder
Laurel Winegar and Gary Paslow
Mr. Manuel A. Pena
Sue Penny
Anne L. Peterson
Ms. Sydney L. Plum
Susan and Vincent Polsinelli
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Polsinelli
Mr. Jean-Paul Poulin and  
   Anne M. Lagan
Faye Falvo Rispoli
Ellie and Gene Rowland
Helen and Robert Salamone
Dr. and Mrs. Fouad A. Sattar
Lynn D. Schnell
Mr. and Mrs. James Schultheis
Allison Schultz and Cliff Rohde
Linda and Michael Sciocchetti
Cynthia and Herb Shultz
Connie and Dick Sise
Dr. James and Mrs. Margo Strosberg
Marilyn and Ronald Tamoschat
Cosimo & Mary Lourdes Tangorra
Mrs. Joan Terwilliger
Emily and Tom Titsworth
Bob and Sue Winchester
Sue and Gene Zeltmann

Supporters – ($50 to $99)

Jacqueline J. Albanese
Lizbeth Amorelli
Robert and Bonnie Bailey
Vincent Bianchi
Peter and Valerie Bluhm
Ms. Barbara Boles
Barbara and John Burgess
Linda and Dan Burns
Carol M. Cascio
Mr. and Mrs. Don Chillrud
William R. Collins
The Connell Family

Rabbi Matt and Sharon Cutler
Patrick A. DiCerbo
Louisa Lombardo and James Dillon
Mr. Bruce Feustel
Martin S. Finn, Esq.
Ann and Michael Brown
Robert S. Fox
Greene Family
Mary Groff Olsen
Nancy Halsted
John B. Hudson
Paul A. Hurteau
Josephine and Dominick Izzo
Sharon and Dugald Jackson
Doris and Paul Kirchner
Kerry and Paul Koch
Maria and Larry Krause
Bob and Janet Kristel
Lisa Leary
Sally and Lester Perlee, Jr.
Barbara and Richard Preisman
Sue and Don Rahn
Joan and David Rockwell
Hanft-Rosenthal Family
Mr. Brian E. Shea
Barb Lapidus and Carl Snyder
John and Connie Soron 
Elaine Springsted
Robert and Karen Stratton
Donna and Richard Tanfield
Cynthia and Clifford Tepper
Maureen Versaci
Beth and Ken Webb
Donald and Carol Rix Werner
Luanne C. Williams

Cornerstone – (Gifts up to $49)

Joan and Gary Adelson
Christina W. Anderson
Frederica Anderson
Elaine Bair
Joyce M. Beckley
Diana and Sal Belardo
Douglas M. Bennett
Barbara and Tony Brandone
Joanne and Anthony Coppola
Cheryl Cufari
Mr. John Darsinos and Ms. Shelley Gordon
Marybelle J. Gemmell
Mr. and Mrs. William Gerstler

N I S K A Y U N A  C O M M U N I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N
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Gifts in Honor
The donations below represent gifts 

made to funds of the  
Niskayuna Community Foundation 

in honor of special occasions  
in the lives of these people.

 » In honor of Dr. Michael Breault  
 From his Office Staff

 » In honor of Cynthia Hamilton’s  
90th birthday 
 Frederica Anderson 
 Robert B. Hamilton, III 
 Debby and Michael Mullaney 
 The Phillippe Family

 » In honor of the Niskayuna High 
School Class of 1966 
 Ms. Christina W. Anderson 
 Peter and Valerie Bluhm 
 Ms. Barbara Boles 
 Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dematteo 
 Mr. Bruce Feustel 
 Betsy & Jeffrey Galginaitis 
 Mr. and Mrs. John M. Greenwalt 
 Mr. Charles L. Johnson III 
 Ellen and Robert Kanuck 
 Jerome Loew 
 Mary Groff Olsen 
 Cindy Phillippe 
 Ms. Sydney L. Plum 
 Susan L. Schwarz

 » In Honor and Memory of Loved Ones 
 Sue Penny

 » In Honor of Cindy Phillippe 
 Peter and Valerie Bluhm

 » In honor of Grandsons & Niskayuna 
Scholars: Michael Dean, Evan Schnell, 
Luca Polsinelli & Leo Polsinelli 
 Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Polsinelli 
 Ms. Lynn D. Schnell

Gifts in Memory
The donations below represent  

gifts made to the  
Niskayuna Community Foundation 

General Fund in memory  
of special people by those who were 

touched by their lives.

 » In memory of Ruth Anker  
  Linda and David Anker

 » In memory of Donna Male Barrows, 
Niskayuna High School Class of 1966 
 Mr. and Mrs. John M. Greenwalt

 » In memory of Benjamin F. Bennett, 
Niskayuna High School Class of 1965 
 Douglas M. Bennett

 » In memory of Tina Bianchi 
 Vincent Bianchi

 » In memory of Felix Blanchard  
USMA 1947 
 Marilyn and Ronald Tamoschat

 » In Memory of Michael Cascio 
 Carol M. Cascio

 » In memory of Glen Davis  
USMA 1947  
 Marilyn and Ronald Tamoschat

 » In Memory of  
Kathleen G. Frokedal 
 John and Connie Soron 
 The Phillippe Family

 » In Memory of Nancy Naumoff Gorgos 
 James E. Gorgos

 » In Memory of Lisa Holt 
 Richard A. Holt

 » In Memory of Jean and  
Alexander Huggins 
 Karen Huggins

 » In Memory of Lois C. Johnson 
 Mark L. Johnson

 » In Memory of Tina Shea 
 Mr. Brian E. Shea

Apply for a Grant 
from NCF!
Would your 501c3 organization 
like to apply for a grant from 
NCF? The NCF offers two grant 
programs – a rolling mini-grant 
program for requests up to $1,000 
and an annual grant-making 
program for requests up to $5,000.

For more information or to 
apply, please contact Maggie 
Rush Vinciguerra at grants@
niskayunacf.org.

SAVE THE DATE!
Please plan on joining us on 
Thursday, February 8th 
at the new City Squire 
for the next NCF fundraiser

A fun night is planned with 
food, drink and your Niskayuna 
neighbors! 

More information to come.

Diane and Jim Harrington
Janet and Larry Kaufmann
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kitzman
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Kuzma
Mary Liz and Bill Leitch
Tom Lewis
Alvin Magid
Mr. Jonathan Marr and  
   Mrs. Rachel Sterne-Marr
Sue Murphy
Mary and Joel Neufeld
Kay Opdyke
Kathleen and David Putz
Select-Care Chiropractic, P.C.
James and Ruth Shopmyer
Barb Trask
Thomas and Susan Van Wert
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Wertman
Sue and Chip Whitaker
Sylvia and Herbert Winer
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c/o Community Foundation for  
the Greater Capital Region 
6 Tower Place
Albany, NY 12203

Please Support Niskayuna with a Gift 
www.niskayunacf.org

Board of Directors
Maggie Rush Vinciguerra

President

Karen Huggins
Secretary & Treasurer

Dr. Eric R. Aronowitz

Cindy Bard Ball

Dr. Michael Breault

Jessica Brennan

Debrah Komp DeLuke

Dr. Robert Gerstenbluth

Dr. Sanjiv Kayastha

Kathleen Kemp

Tina Lee

LeeAnn Mandrillo

Michael Mullaney, Esq.

Michelle Ostrelich

Cindy Hamilton Phillippe

Allison Schultz

Julie Oberg Weitz

Dr. Frederick Wetzel

Charter Honorary Board
Betty Apkarian

Neil & Jane Golub

Wally Graham

Nancy Hershey

Richard Huether

Barbara Landon

Mark & Terri Little

Briggs & Isabelle 
McAndrews

Hugh & Nan Murphy 

Walt & Anne Robb

Barbara Stratton

Emile & Ann Walraven

Congratulations Mr. Hughes and Mr. Lester!
Every year, the Niskayuna Community Foundation honors two amazing teachers at Niskayuna High 
School. This year, Mr. Hughes and Mr. Lester were chosen to join this distinguished group of teachers 
that embodies “uncompromising excellence.” The Murray Award for Excellence in Education is given 
annually through the generosity of Kathy Murray Crowe and Jack Crowe in memory of Kathy’s sister 
and her parents.

The Music Department’s Eric Hughes wears many 
musical hats. In addition to being the acting director 
of the Music Department, he is band director, teaches 
lessons, and is the director of our award-winning annual 
musical production. The students who nominated him 
love his big personality and his dry sense of humor. 
What has he done with his $2,500 award? He used it to 
complete his administrative certification program in the 
Leadership Academy at the Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts.

You’ll find Thomas Lester teaching at every level  
of the English Department from freshman regents to college level English. He brings an engaging 
personal style to his classes that students find exciting and thought-provoking. He has a few big ideas 

about how to use his award; he may 
travel to England to take a course 
in methods to teach Shakespeare, 
or he may take additional graduate 
classes at Syracuse University that 
will inform his advanced classes  
at NHS. ❖

Meeting the Needs in Our Community

NCF Board member Tina Lee surprises Mr. Hughes with his 
Murray Award plaque.

Mr. Lester is surrounded by congratulatory students, administrators, PTO members and NCF 
Board members.
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