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2018 Scholarships
•  Aamani Thomas 

Huether/Gillan Scholarship
•  Clare Stansbury  

Community Service Scholarship
•  Ernest Triffault 

College Promise Scholarship
•  Dey’lon Edmonds 

Harriet Wall Memorial Scholarship
•  Rachel Jahoda 

School District 60th Anniversary 
Scholarship

•  Derek Sedgwick 
School District 60th Anniversary 
Scholarship

•  Marian Alizada 
Niskayuna High School Class  
of 1965 Scholarship

2018 Grants
Niskayuna High School PTO $1,000 
To provide funds for rental of facility 
for Junior After Prom Party, keeping 
students in a safe environment.
Erie Canalway  
Heritage Fund, Inc.  $854.70 
To provide transportation for  
54 Glencliff students to tour the 
Schoharie Crossing State Historical  
Site in Fort Hunter, NY in June, 2018.
Niskayuna Soccer Club  $1,000 
To fund the purchase of a new grill  
and refrigerator for the Niskayuna 
Soccer concession.
Schenectady Museum  
Assocation (miSci) $2,935 
To provide funding for access to the 
Challenger Learning Center missions 
and related learning experiences for 
approximately 45 Niskayuna High 
School freshmen enrolled in the  
Science Topics program.
Town of Niskayuna  
– Senior Center  $2,500 
To provide funds for the purchase of 
iPads and accessories to be used for 
technology education for Niskayuna 
Seniors at the Niskayuna Senior Center.
Town of Niskayuna  
– Swim and Dive Team  $2,145 
For the purchase of two Kiefer  
Custom Digital Pace Clocks, one  
Infinity Start System and one  
Colorado Infinity Tripod for use  
at the Niskayuna Town Pool for 
competitive races and race training.
Schenectady JCC  $2,000 
To be used toward funding the  
purchase and installation of sound 
proofing panels to reduce noise levels 
and create a better environment for  
the “Sensible Swimming” program  
for children with autism.
Family and Child  
Services of Schenectady $3,000 
To provide services for low- 
income Niskayuna residents  
in the Homemaker Program.
Niskayuna Central  
School District  $500 
To provide support for the  
Community and Work Skills Program 
for students with disabilities.

Craig School  $2,200 
To support the Craig School Alpha – 
Bags project – a family early literacy 
program.
Double H Hole  
in the Woods Ranch, Inc. $1,000 
To sponsor Niskayuna children  
with serious illnesses for a week at 
summer camp in the Adirondacks.
Empire State Youth Orchestra  $3,000 
To provide financial aid and  
tuition assistance for Niskayuna 
musicians.
Make-A-Wish Foundation  
NENY $1,000 
For funding Patrick’s wish to  
travel to visit his grandmother in  
Myrtle Beach, SC.
Girls, Inc. $2,500 
To provide support for approximately  
80  to 100 Niskayuna Middle School girls 
to attend a summit for STEM studies 
and careers in December, 2018 at the 
HVCC campus.
Habitat for Humanity  
– NHS Chapter $3,000 
For the Niskayuna High School Chapter 
of Habitat for Humanity to be used for 
the purchase and building of 55 picnic 
table kits from Lowes.
Concerned for the Hungry $2,000 
To fund the cost of Thanksgiving food 
baskets for Niskayuna families.
Things of My Very Own $1,000 
To provide funding for crisis 
intervention in an ongoing program 
for children and families in emergency 
situations; most specifically, those 
impacted by extensive abuse and 
neglect. The program provides basic 
necessities such as food, clothing  
and bedding.
Niskayuna Baseball, Ltd.  $2,500 
To be used toward the purchase of grass 
mowers and field groomers to maintain 
the Niskayuna Baseball facilities.
Iroquois Middle School $750 
To provide funds to purchase supplies  
to launch the Positivity Project, 
which helps students build strong 
interpersonal relationships by 
recognizing 24 character strengths  
in themselves and others.

Please Send a  
Tax-Deductible 
Gift to NCF Today!
It’s easy!

1.   Write a check to the Niskayuna 
Community Foundation, c/o 
Community Foundation for the 
Greater Capital Region, 6 Tower 
Place, Albany, NY 12203.

2.   Give online at our website, www.
niskayunacf.org and use your 
VISA or Mastercard.

3.  Give a gift of appreciated stock.

4.   Establish a fund in your name 
with an initial gift of $10,000.

5.   Set up a bequest in your will  
or arrange another type of 
planned gift.

Call (518) 446-9638 for further 
details.

c/o Community Foundation for  
the Greater Capital Region 
6 Tower Place
Albany, NY 12203

Please Support Niskayuna with a Gift 
www.niskayunacf.org
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Congratulations Mr. Caffrey and Mr. DeSimony!
The Niskayuna Community Foundation surprised two Niskayuna High School teachers in May by 
presenting them with the 15th annual Murray Award for Excellence in Education. The awards were 
presented to Thomas Caffrey, a Latin teacher and Richard DeSimony, a Technology teacher.

This annual award began in 2004 by Kathy Murray Crowe and Jeanne Murray Veasey, to honor their 
parents’ involvement in Niskayuna High School and their belief that educators in the high school would be 
the foundation of the “uncompromising excellence” that is typical of the education throughout the school 
district. The award is also given in memory of Jeanne Murray Veasey.

A committee representing students, parents and peers chose the 
recipients and the Niskayuna Community Foundation facilitated 
the selection process and award presentation. Criteria included 
outstanding classroom practices as well as growth potential and 
a school presence that inspires and positively impacts students, 
colleagues and the community. 

Thomas Caffrey shares his love of teaching with students in 
freshman to college level Latin. Students enjoy his sense of 
humor, positive attitude, and natural ability to make all students 
feel comfortable. Mr. Caffrey inspires creativity by encouraging 
each student’s expression in such medium as art, music, and dance. Mr. Caffrey also leads the Outing Club, 
helping students enjoy the beauty of nature and learn vital skills to stay safe in the wilderness. 

Richard DeSimony teaches engineering technology classes from introductory Design & Drawing for 
Production to Senior Research & Development. Beyond the curriculum, students appreciate Mr. DeSimony’s 
life lessons on how to fix cars, the importance of hard work, being true to oneself, and being open to 

recognize and take advantage of all life’s opportunities.  
Mr. DeSimony is passionate about his students and generous 
of his time. Typically on Fridays, Mr. DeSimony continues 
working with his students after school, often losing track of 
time until the dinner bell rings. 

Each teacher will receive $2,500 for use in a professional 
development activity of his choice. ❖

For 18 years, the Niskayuna Community Foundation has 
been issuing grants to community programs from the 
Girl Scouts, to team sports, to senior activities, to feeding 
the hungry. Your continued support of NCF allows these 
programs and others to continue to make life better for 
many in Niskayuna.

This May, NCF hosted a get together at the new City Squire 
Ale House to recognize and celebrate the generosity and 
spirit of Niskayuna residents. Friends and neighbors alike 
filled the room with conversation and good cheer. Many 
thanks to everyone who makes this Foundation a success 
year after year! You are truly contributing to the wonderful 
quality of life in Niskayuna. ❖

A newsletter of the Niskayuna Community Foundation ... enhancing the quality of life in Niskayuna through organized philanthropy.  
The Niskayuna Community Foundation is an affiliate of the Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region.

c/o Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region • 6 Tower Place, Albany, NY 12203 • 518-446-9638
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Community
C O N N E C T I O N S

A Celebration of Community Spirit

N I S K A Y U N A  C O M M U N I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N
Mr. DeSimony is surrounded by congratulatory students, 
administrators, PTO members and NCF Board members.

Mr. Caffrey is surrounded by congratulatory students, 
administrators, PTO members and NCF Board members.

See inside for a description of the local programs you helped support in 2018. 
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ANNUAL FUND – “The Power of Many”
Thank you to the donors who contributed to funds of the Niskayuna Community Foundation between October 1, 2017 and 
September 30, 2018. Funds included in this listing: NCF General Fund, NCF Scholarship Endowment Fund, NCF General 
Endowment Fund, NCF Alumni Fund, Niskayuna School District Education Enrichment Fund, the Ball Family Fund,  
the Neil and Jane Golub Donor Advised Fund of the Niskayuna Community Foundation, Neil and Jane Golub Unrestricted 
Fund of the Niskayuna Community Foundation, the McAndrews Family Fund, the Sally S. and Edwards B. Murray Designated 
Fund, the Phillippe Family Fund. 

Please accept our apologies if we have erred by misspelling or omitting your name in reproducing our donor list.

Pillars of the Community –  
(Gifts of $10,000+)
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Ball
Dr. and Mrs. John K. Crowe
Estate of Harriet F. Wall

Philanthropists – ($5,000 to $9,999)
GE Foundation
Nancy Hershey,  
   Hershey Family Fund of CFGCR

Lamplighters – ($2,500 to $4,999)
Anonymous
Neil - Jane - William - Estelle  
   Golub Family Foundation, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. J. Briggs McAndrews

Bridge Builders – ($1,000 to $2,499)
Mr. Sanjay Correa and Ms. Carol Hyde
Mr. Robert B. Hamilton III
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas L. Lohnas
Mr. and Mrs. John A. McKinney
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh J. Murphy
Ms. Michelle L. Ostrelich and  
   Mr. Howard R. Schlossberg
Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Robb
Mr. and Mrs. H. Austin Spang
Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. Thompson

Gatekeepers – ($500 to $999)
Mrs. Betty Apkarian
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Breault

Dr. Nancy D. Fitzroy
Wallace Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Alan D. Hickenbottom
Mr. and Mrs. Shiro Kimura
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Leader
Ms. Donna J. McAndrews and  
   Mr. Michael Pippa
Molino & Vaccaro Dentistry
Michael Mullaney
Niskayuna Central School District
Mr. James S. Pennington III
Dr. Steven H. Weitz and  
   Ms. Julianne Oberg
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Wetzel

Stepping Stones – ($250 to $499)

Mr. Peter M. Aliferis
Dr. and Mrs. Eric R. Aronowitz
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Breault
Dr. and Mrs. Michael L. Burke
Mr. Glenn W. Busby and  
   Ms. Margaret E. Bean
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Carangelo
Mr. and Mrs. Alex C. Dell
Dr. Donald DeLuke and  
   Dr. Christine DeLuke
Dr. and Mrs. Robert K. DeLuke
Mr. John Fenaroli and Ms. Susan Durgin
Richard and Betty Ferencik
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Gerstenbluth
Edwin & Laura Graham
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Greenthal
Ms. Amelia Hajjar
Ms. Karen Huggins
Mr. and Mrs. Edward King
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Maneri
Niskayuna Teachers Association
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Polsinelli
Dr. Brian Rush
Ms. Lynn Schnell
Mrs. Sheila Spraragen
Mr. and Mrs. Mathew Tully
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Valenza

Friends – ($100 to $249)
Mr. Scott R. Almas and Ms. Risa Legg
Ms. Phyllis A. Barbera
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Blendell
Ms. Lynn Boler
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bowman
Mr. George K. Brown
Hon. and Mrs. James R. Buhrmaster
Dr. Andrew Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher D. Cazer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Corey
Rabbi and Mrs. Matthew Cutler
Mr. and Ms. Williard Daggett
Mr. and Mrs. David Deeb
DeLuke Orthodontics, P.C.
Mr. Vincent DePasquale
Dr. Michael A. DePetrillo Jr. and  
   Ms. Lillian M. Bertalan
Drs. Christopher and Colleen Dibble
Mr. and Mrs. Alain Diebold
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Eric I. Engelmyer
Kate and Kelly Evanoff
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Martin S. Finn, Esq.
Ms. Jo Freedman
Mr. and Mrs. David Fusco
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Galginaitis
Dr. Helen Ghiradella
Mr. and Mrs. Norman C. Gittinger
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey T. Gleba
Mr. and Ms. John Gold
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Gordon
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Grau
Mr. James Greenthal
Ms. Kate Greenthal
Mr. Richard A. Holt
Mr. and Mrs. Rohinton Irani
Josephine and Dominick Izzo
Mr. Grant C. Jaquith and  
   Mrs. Rosemarie Perez Jaquith
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Keats
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan R. Kemp
Larry and Maria Krause
Ms. Anne Lagan
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy P. Lederach
Ms. Tina Lee
Ms. Deborah J. Leupold
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lind
Katharine Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. MacLaury
Mr. Italo Massaroni
Mr. Dwayne McDuffie
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel McManus
Mr. and Mrs. William D. McPartlon
Rick and Peggy Mele
Mr. Sean Moran and Ms. Jennifer Regan
Mr. and Mrs. Jon D. Murphy
Ms. Janet D. O’Farrell
Dr. and Mrs. Carl A. Paulsen
Ms. Susan L. Penny
Marguerite and Richard Philbrick
Ms. Jill Polk
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Quinn
R. Tanfield Lumber & Veneer Co.
Red-Kap Sales, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Salamone
Mrs. Margaret W. Schadler
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Schlaks
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Schultheis
Ms. Allison J. Schultz and  
   Mr. Clifford Rohde
Ms. Susan L. Schwarz
Linda and Michael Sciocchetti
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. Shultz Jr.
Dr. Peter and Jeanne Sosnow

Dr. Jayne Steubing and  
   Mr. David Wagner
Darton and Deborah Strayer
James M. Strosberg M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Tamoschat
Mr. Francis R. Taormina
Ms. Joan M. Terwilliger
Sally Thomas-Eggers
David Tieman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Titsworth Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Louis T. Tomaino
US Charitable Gift Trust
Mr. and Mrs. John Viertl
Mr. Joshua Vinciguerra and  
   Mrs. Margaret Rush Vinciguerra
Wells Fargo Shareowner Services

Supporters – ($50 to $99)
Jackie Albanese
Jan Olin Altschuller
Fran and Mark Aronowitz
Mr. Robert Bailey and  
   Mrs. Bonita A. LeBlanc Bailey
Barbaruolo Law Firm, PC
Mr. Michael Barberich and  
   Ms. Therese Assalian
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin S. Baughman
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer F. Bertsch
Mr. Vincent Bianchi
Ms. Mary J. Burns
Ms. Carol Cascio
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Connell
Mr. Rudolph A. Dehn
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Feist
Yvette and Alan Gebell
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Greene
Ms. Mary Groff Olsen
Mr. and Mrs. Henry John Haase
Dr. and Mrs. Richard J. Hoskinson
Mr. John B. Hudson
Mr. Paul A. Hurteau
Mr. Hugo Irizarry-Quinones and  
   Ms. Sally Arnds Willette
Mr. and Mrs. Dugald C. Jackson IV
Mr. Steven Karp
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Kirchner
Ms. Barbara Landon
Ms. Lisa Leary
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Mahony
Dr. and Mrs. Gerard McGrinder
Mr. and Mrs. Embarek Mesbahi
Joel and Mary Neufeld
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Mr. Stuart E. Cohen
Mr. John Darsinos and Ms. Shelley 
Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Daviero
Ms. Marybelle J. Gemmell
Mr. James E. Gorgos
Ms. Cynthia W. Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Harrington
Ms. Lisa Hartman
Mr. David Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Kaufmann
Ms. Eliza V. Kellish
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kitzman
Sunny Lee
Thomas C. Lewis
Mr. Alvin Magid
Mr. Jonathan Marr and  
   Mrs. Rachel Sterne-Marr
Ms. Suzanne Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Denis Nadas
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ognibene
Ms. Kathryn Opdyke
Mr. and Mrs. David Putz
Mr. Andrew Reed and  
   Ms. Kimberly McClive-Reed
Senator Jim Tedisco
Mr. and Mrs. Hutchin D. Tibbetts
Barb and Dan Trask

Ms. Ruth Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Van Wert
Ms. Maureen A. Versaci
Mr. Christopher J. Waskiewicz and  
   Ms. Teresa J. Wu
Mr. and Mrs. Jared L. Wells
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin P. Whitaker
Sylvia and Herbert Winer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Wyles

Gifts in Honor
The donations below represent  

gifts made to funds of the  
Niskayuna Community Foundation in 

honor of special occasions  
in the lives of these people.

»» In Honor of Niskayuna Scholars: 
Michael Dean, Evan Schnell, Luca 
Polsinelli and Leo Polsinelli  
	 Ms. Lynn Schnell  
	 Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Polsinelli

»» In Honor of NCFF Founders 
	 Mr. Robert B. Hamilton 
	 Mr. Robert B. Hamilton, III

»» In Honor of Mrs. Cindy Hamilton 
Phillippe 
	 Mr. and Mrs. Douglas L. Lohnas

»» In Honor of Mr. Joshua Vinciguerra 
	 Mr. George K. Brown

»» In Memory of Benjamin F. Bennett  
	� Mr. Douglas M. Bennett

»» In Memory of Robert Blood 
	 Mr. and Mrs. Embarek Mesbahi

»» In Memory of Anne Brown 
	 Dr. and Mrs. J. Briggs McAndrews

»» In Memory of Michael Cascio 
	 Carol M. Cascio

»» In Memory of Glen Davis U.S.M.A 
1947, Felix Blanchard U.S.M.A. 1947  
	 Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Tamoschat

»» In Memory of Eileen Fox 
	 Ms. Susan A. Braidwood

»» In Memory of Lisa Holt 
	 Mr. Richard A. Holt

»» In Memory of Jean and Alex Huggins 
	 Ms. Karen Huggins

»» In Memory of Bill Lund 
	� Mr. Hugo Irizarry-Quinones and  

   Ms. Sally Arnds-Willette

»» In Memory of Scott McAndrews 
	 Dr. and Mrs. J. Briggs McAndrews 
	 Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Salamone

»» In Memory of Dr. Robert Pletman 
	 Ms. Susan L. Penny

Gifts in Memory
The donations below represent gifts made to the  

Niskayuna Community Foundation General Fund in memory  
of special people by those who were touched by their lives.

Apply for a Grant 
from NCF!
Would your 501c3 organization 
like to apply for a grant from 
NCF? The NCF offers two grant 
programs – a rolling mini-grant 
program for requests up to $1,000 
and an annual grant-making 
program for requests up to $10,000.

For more information or to  
apply, please contact NCF at 
grants@niskayunacf.org.

Niskayuna High School
Mr. Gary N. Paslow and  
   Ms. Laurel A. Winegar
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Pechar
Honorable and Mrs. Vincent J. Reilly Jr.
Ms. Marjorie Rosenthal
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Scharf
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Schick
Mr. Carl D. Snyder and  
   Ms. Barbara L. Lapidus
Syed for Supervisor
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Thorne
Mr. and Mrs. John James Toy Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Webb
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Weber
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Williams III
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Wyld III
Ms. Ellen W. Yu
Sue and Gene Zeltmann

Cornerstone – (Gifts up to $49)
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Adelson
Ms. Joyce M. Beckley
Dr. and Mrs. Salvatore Belardo
Mr. Douglas M. Bennett
Ms. Susan A. Braidwood
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Chu

President’s Message
Dear Friends of the Niskayuna Community Foundation
I am excited to serve as President of the Niskayuna Community Foundation (NCF) and ready to build on the successes we have already 
achieved. 2017-18 was a significant year for us; we contributed over $35,000 to our community! Through our various funds, we provided 
vital support to non-profit organizations, offered tuition assistance to college-bound students, expanded local food pantries, supported 
teachers and their engagements with students, and stimulated development for community projects. 

The NCF aspires to provide the infrastructure for individuals and organizations to maintain and expand their philanthropic efforts. 
Acting as a liaison between donors and causes, we build an unbreakable bond within our community and strengthen our society. 
We continue to see Niskayuna’s needs evolving – with community organizations dealing with significant budget cuts, a rise in food 
insecurity and an aging population in need of greater services. We are doing our best to help meet these needs, something we could not 
do without the generous support of people like you.

Our vision is a future where we continue to grow and support important causes that are crucial to our community. The NCF can reach a 
significant number of local charitable causes by keeping our donors engaged within our community. Thanks to all of the accomplishments 
and remarkable work of our past president, Maggie Rush Vinciguerra, the Board of Directors and Community Members, we have begun a 
movement for transformative change in Niskayuna, one that I am committed to helping grow.

Thank you for all your efforts and conviction as we strive to unify and make a difference in the place many of us call home. With your 
support, we can further improve the lives and wellbeing of Niskayuna residents and foster the idea of giving to the next generation. I am 
proud to be able to serve and connect with our community as the President of the Niskayuna Community Foundation.

I look forward to collaborating with my colleagues on implementing new strategies that will enhance the quality of life for the people we 
work, live and grow with every day.

Our Community. Our Foundation.

LeeAnn Mandrillo, NCF President


